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COMMENTS FROM PAST ATTENDEES

“The biennial conference is an excellent resource for 
upskilling our legal executive team. The presentations 
are informative and valuable, with real world 
applications. 
We have no hesitation in sending all five of our 
Registered Legal Executives back to the 2017 
Conference.”   – Smith and Partners

“A fantastic opportunity to update my knowledge in 
areas I don’t deal with on a daily basis and to expand 
on information I already knew over a good variety of 
basic topics.”

“Excellent conference. Very useful information and 
presented in manageable segments. Easy to keep 
paying attention!”
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FROM THE CHAIR

You are all experts in your field. Today’s legal professional needs to ensure they keep their 
expertise well honed.  And while it has become fashionable in some quarters to deride the 
role and value of experts, the need for expertise and up-to-date savvy in today’s complicated 
legal world is more compelling than ever.

Keeping up with technical skills and the changes in substantive law is crucial. This is amply 
illustrated by a quick look at the programme for the next few days. Who would have thought 
that we would need to worry about whether a house that we were acting on the sale of or for 
a lessor, was contaminated by the manufacture of drugs? Nor would we have contemplated 
an obligation to warn settlors of possible claims on trust property by a subsequent  
partner – a partner who may not have even been on the horizon at the time the trust 
was set up.

It is no answer to a claim in negligence to say “I didn’t know”. Today’s traps for the unwary 
and the out-of-date are everywhere. 

The underlying message coming out of the conference programme is to “keep vigilant”. You 
don’t know what you don’t know. One of the advantages of attending this conference is you 
are able to get a wide view of what is on the horizon. The sessions are focused, relevant and 
useful.  

The Conference should be a mandatory fixture in every legal executive’s calendar. It is a 
conference by legal executives and legal experts for their own. It also offers the opportunity 
to network, seek information from colleagues and spend time honing our own skills. 

Congratulations to the NZILE for once again offering a challenging programme. The 
Institute continues to prove its value and leadership in this fast moving world.  

I am sure you will find something to interest you, certainly something to enrich you and 
to add to your knowledge. This Conference represents an opportunity for a worthwhile 
investment in your career.

Christine Grice

FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR NZLS

I am pleased to invite you to the 2017 Legal Executives Conference, my first as NZILE 
President and the third to be held in Wellington.  

Following the overwhelming interest in the last conference, in 2015, this year’s conference 
will be held at Te Papa, a spacious and uniquely New Zealand venue.  As always, the 
conference will provide wonderful opportunities to learn and to network with other legal 
executives from across New Zealand.

The topics for this year’s conference cover most areas of a legal executive’s work and are 
aimed to interest everyone. I encourage you to attend and enjoy!

Rebecca Smith

FROM THE PRESIDENT NZILE



PROGRAMME

DAY ONE

8.15-8.45 REGISTRATION

8.45-9.00 WELCOME  |  Christine Grice, Andrew Logan & Rebecca Smith

9.00-10.00 METHAMPHETAMINE AND PROPERTY

The issues surrounding buying, selling and renting methamphetamine contaminated houses 
continue to plague landlords, property owners and tenants alike. It is a growing concern and 
this session will assist you to understand the issues and the potential remedies available to 
you when advising clients.

Presenter  Lisa Gerrard

10.00-10.50 TAX STATEMENTS AND RLWT – WHAT’S NEEDED?

 A sound understanding of what accountants need to know about when your client’s 
information is handed over will assist in the smooth progression of your client’s issues.  
This session will take a detailed look at: 

• RLWT

• GST issues on the agreements for sale & purchase

• Tax statements and IRD rules

• Brightline testing.

Presenter Mike Brunner

10.50-11.00 LINZ – AN UPDATE

11.00-11.25 MORNING TEA

11.25-12.25 BREAKOUT SESSION 1: A OR B

 A – COMMERCIAL LEASES – RENEWALS AND RENT REVIEWS

 This session will look at key isues to be aware of when undertaking renewals and rent reviews 
in regard to commercial leases. Specific areas covered will be:

• Issues arising under the ADLSI lease

• ‘Caps and collars’ / ratchet clauses

• Missed renewal notice deadlines – relief against a landlord’s refusal to renew

• Documenting renewals – beware of implied terms

• Holding over.

Presenter Ish Fraser

 B – A POT-POURRI OF MĀORI LAND ISSUES

 Many legal executives do not often deal with Māori land but would like to be familiar enough 
with the issues to be able to advise clients. The session will be look at various issues including:

 • Leases of Māori land – restrictions, regulatory requirements etc

• Partitions – what is a partition and how are they dealt with by the Māori Land Court

• Roadway orders and easements over Māori land

• Occupation orders and licences to occupy.

Presenter Wayne Coutts

12.25-1.15 LUNCH
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1.15-2.00 UNIT TITLES – WHAT ARE YOU ACTUALLY BUYING?

 The administration and disclosure aspects of property transactions are not always well 
understood. What is the difference between disclosure and due diligence, who is responsible 
for which aspects and what other administration issues are there for Bodies Corporate? This 
session will take a look at: 

• Disclosure

 - Pre-contract

 -  Pre-settlement

 -  Additional

• Complexities of disclosure

• Disclosure v due diligence.

Presenter Thomas Gibbons 

2.00-2.45 BREAKOUT SESSION 2: A OR B

 A – PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF SUBDIVISIONS

 This session aims to provide practical advice on the steps necessary to ensure the smooth 
delivery of titles at the earliest opportunity in the subdivision process.  It will look at some of 
the common pitfalls that need to be navigated and useful steps and documents to achieve the 
end result.

Presenter Ian Jespersen

 B – SALE & PURCHASE OF A BUSINESS AND EMPLOYMENT LAW

 Understanding the obligations to employees when buying or selling a business can help ensure 
a smooth transition from one owner to another. In this session we will cover what obligations 
arise, and how best to deal with them, including:

• When ‘vulnerable employees’ are involved

• Consulting with employees

• Negotiating with potential buyers

• Redundancy entitlements

• Possible ramifications

• Further terms to consider including to an ADLSI Agreement for Sale and Purchase.

Presenters Alistair Clarke & Eddie Jackson

2.45-3.10 AFTERNOON TEA

3.10-4.00 ENDURING POWERS OF ATTORNEY

 Five months on from the introduction of the new EPA forms, how are the changes settling in 
and do the forms work?  This interactive session will discuss what is working for you, as well as 
give tips and tricks to assist in making the process a straightforward one. 

Presenter Chris Kelly

4.00-4.30 CAPACITY AND YOUR CLIENT

 An understanding of mental capacity and the medical conditions that can impact upon the 
capacity of older clients is increasingly important. This includes the increasing number of 
elderly in the population, the complex web of intergenerational relationships now prevalent 
in society and the significant asset disparity between many elderly and their descendants 
and step-descendants. This session will highlight the medical issues to be alert to in regard to 
capacity and your client.

Presenter Dr Anthony Duncan
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4.30-5.30 THE PRA POST CLAYTON – WHERE TO NOW?

 The overlap between family and property law has come clearly into focus with the 2016 
decision in Clayton v Clayton. What issues should legal executives be alert to when speaking 
with clients? This session will take a closer look at:

 • Contracting out agreements

 • Nuptial settlements

 • Trust property in the context of second and subsequent relationships.

Presenter  Colette Mackenzie

5.30-5.35 WRAP UP  |  Chair: Rebecca Smith

5.35-6.45 NETWORKING – DRINKS AND NIBBLES

DAY TWO

8.30-8.35 WELCOME BACK  |  Chair: Rebecca Smith

8.35-9.30 RETIREMENT VILLAGES

 Understanding your client’s rights and obligations under the Occupation Agreement can be  
a complex area. This session is a guide to understanding rights and obligations, as well as 
looking at financial returns and some of the key questions commonly asked by clients.

Presenter  Pam Harliwich SPONSORED BY RYMANS   

9.30-10.30 IS IT A WILL OR NOT? 

 Lack of attention to detail when drawing up a will can mean that errors and issues get in the 
way of the smooth reading of a will. This can lead to issues around whether it is actually a will 
or not. In this session we will consider best practice and procedure to consider when starting 
the process. 

 Also discussed will be:

• Informal wills  

• Letters of administration.

Presenter Registrar John Earles

10.30-11.00 MORNING TEA

11.00-12.00 POST-PROBATE – ISSUES TO BE ALERT TO 

 Understanding who you are acting for and knowing when to recommend independent advice 
should be obtained, are two of the issues that can be encountered when administering 
estates. Other issues this session will look at include:

• Time limits

• Interest on a legacy if not paid out promptly

• Statutory gifts and possible traps

• What information needs to be provided

• Selling a property and limitation of liability of trustees.

Presenter Greg Kelly

12.00-12.50 LUNCH
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12.50-1.50 CROSS LEASE, DEFECTIVE TITLE AND EMERGING ISSUES

 Documentation of cross lease titles and defective issues within them can be quite  
problematic. This session will highlight what to look out for, how to go about fixing issues, 
obtaining lessor’s consent, repairs, alterations and additions to buildings as well as requisitions 
under the ADLSI Agreement for Sale and Purchase. Also discussed will be concerns with cross 
leases beyond the life span of a building and issues around obtaining neighbour’s consent.

Presenter  Joanne Chilvers

1.50-2.50 LEADERSHIP AND CONFIDENCE

 Confident leaders build trust and optimism about the future, make better decisions, inspire 
others to give their best, and are taken more seriously by those around them. Discover how to 
grow confidence in your leadership.

Presenter  Lawrence Green

2.50-3.15 FORUM  |  NZILE

3.15-3.30 FAREWELL  |  Chair: Rebecca Smith

LEARNING  
OBJECTIVES

In this Conference you will:

•  Gain a working knowledge of the issues that Registered Legal Executives often face.

•  Develop the necessary skills to address issues and consider practical strategies for dealing  
with them.
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WELCOME 

Christine Grice, New Zealand Law Society, Wellington

Christine is the Executive Director and former President of the New Zealand Law Society.  She has 
over 30 years’ experience as a commercial litigation and dispute resolution lawyer.  Christine is a 
fellow of the Institute of Directors and has held a number of directorships including as Chair of Perry 
Group Ltd and Radio New Zealand Ltd.  She sits as a judge in the High Court of the Cook Islands.

SPEAKERS  

Registrar John Earles, High Court & 
Ministry of Justice, Wellington

John, Registrar and Sheriff of the High 
Court of New Zealand and Specialist 
Technical Advisor to the Ministry of 
Justice, is located at the High Court in 
Wellington. He is co-author of the 5th 
and 6th editions of Dobbie’s Probate and 
Administration Practice.

Rebecca Smith, New Zealand Institute of Legal Executives, Blenheim

Rebecca is the National President of The New Zealand Institute of Legal Executives. She attained 
her NZLS Legal Executive Certificate in 2007 and was made a Fellow of the Institute earlier this 
year. Rebecca moved to Blenheim in mid-2015 and is employed by Radich Law, working mainly in 
conveyancing.  

Andrew Logan, Mortlock McCormack Law, Christchurch

Andrew has been practising property and commercial law for 29 years. While his practice is varied, 
it maintains a strong property focus with a particular interest in trusts. From 2002 to 2015 Andrew 
served on the Executive of the Property Law Section of the New Zealand Law Society and was its 
Chair from 2013 to 2015. Andrew is currently a Board Member of NZLS, and has previously been a 
Director of NZLS CLE Limited.

Joanne Chilvers, Auckland Council, 
Auckland

Joanne has specialised in property law 
for nearly 15 years and works in the  
in-house legal team at Auckland Council.   
She has a particular interest in cross lease 
titles and the unique problems that arise 
and has previously presented on this 
topic. 

Dr Anthony Duncan, Capital Coast 
District Health Board, Porirua

Anthony has worked in the psychiatry 
of old age for over 30 years. He is a 
Fellow of the Royal Australian and 
New Zealand College of Psychiatrists. 
He holds an appointment as visiting 
psychogeriatrician at Wairarapa District 
Health Board.

Wayne Coutts, Thomson Wilson Law, 
Whangarei

Wayne is a Registered Legal Executive 
whose practice consists of commercial, 
property and trust law. His early career 
in the public service with the office of 
the Māori Trustee, resulted in Wayne 
having a comprehensive knowledge and 
understanding of Māori land law. Wayne 
acts for a number of Māori and forestry 
incorporations.

Michael Brunner, Crowe Horwath, 
Wellington

Mike has over 20 years’ experience, 
most recently at Crowe Horwath where 
he specialises in tax consulting. He has 
particular expertise in all aspects of GST 
and indirect taxes. Mike works with a 
broad range of sectors, from finance and 
insurance, retail and manufacturing, to 
land development.

Alistair Clarke, Dyhrberg Drayton, 
Wellington

Alistair joined Dyhrberg Drayton 
Employment Law in 2016, where he 
advises employers and employees on 
a range of employment law matters, 
including personal grievances, 
performance management, restructuring 
processes, disciplinary processes and 
investigations, and reviewing and drafting 
employment agreements and policies.
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SPEAKERS  

Greg Kelly, Greg Kelly Law, Wellington

Greg has 37 years’ experience in the wills, 
trusts and estate area. He is a contributor 
to Butterworth’s Law of Trusts, probate 
and administration author for McGechan 
on Procedure, co-author of Garrow and 
Kelly Law of Trusts and Trustees (6th 
and 7th editions) and Dobbies’ Probate 
and Administration Practice (5th and 6th 
editions).

Lawrence Green, Leader Greatness Ltd, 
Wellington

Lawrence is a leadership specialist 
with over 20 years’ experience working 
with the challenges of leadership. As a 
speaker, he presents powerful insights 
and ideas in an entertaining, inspiring and 
practical way.

Colette Mackenzie, Rachael Dewar Law, 
Wellington

Colette has extensive experience in the 
areas of trusts, relationship property, and 
general property. She is a member of 
the NZLS Property Law and Family Law 
Sections, as well as the NZLS Wellington 
Branch Trusts and Estates Committee. 

Eddie Jackson, Succeed Legal,  
Wellington

Eddie works with privately owned 
businesses on a range of matters 
including sale and purchase transactions, 
business structuring and corporate 
governance. He also advises on a range 
of not-for-profit, trust and personal 
property matters. 

Pam Harliwich, Ryman Healthcare Ltd, 
Christchurch

Pam is a senior Registered Legal 
Executive and is the team leader 
responsible for administration and 
conveyancing of the sale and surrender 
of units at Ryman’s retirement villages 
throughout New Zealand and Australia.  
She is a Fellow of NZILE and is the 
immediate past president.   

Chris Kelly, Greg Kelly Law, Wellington

Chris is co-author of Garrow and Kelly 
Law of Trusts and Trustees (6th & 7th 
editions) and Dobbie’s Probate and 
Administration Practice (5th & 6th 
editions). He has presented many trust 
papers and has chaired NZLS CLE Elder 
Law conferences.  

Thomas Gibbons, McCaw Lewis, 
Hamilton

Thomas works with all kinds of bodies 
corporate, and across a broad range of 
legal issues, with recent work including 
advising on management agreements, 
maintenance issues and body corporate 
governance; as well as on unit title 
cancellation, redevelopment and 
subdivision work.    

Lisa Gerrard, REINZ, Auckland

Lisa is General Counsel at the Real Estate 
Institute of NZ (REINZ). As well as being 
invited to be a member of the National 
Standards Committee responsible for 
drafting NZS 8510, Lisa is a member of 
the working group whose efforts led to 
the current review of the Unit Titles Act 
2010. 

Ish Fraser, Kensington Swan, Wellington

Ish is a partner in Kensington Swan’s 
Wellington office. He specialises in 
commercial leasing. He has extensive 
experience in the effects of earthquakes 
on commercial leasing and insurance 
arrangements.

Ian Jespersen, Burton Partners, 
Auckland

Ian is a Fellow of NZILE and a Senior 
Associate at Burton Partners. He has 
over 35 years’ experience dealing 
extensively with subdivisions (industrial, 
commercial and residential) including 
unit title developments and numerous 
complex canal and community based 
developments. 
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INFORMATION

CANCELLATION AND REFUND POLICY. 
Please note: Minimum and maximum numbers apply. Registrations will be accepted on a first-come/first-served basis. Registrations close 10 working days before the presentation date (the closing date). 
NZLS CLE Ltd reserves the right to cancel the conference if it does not reach the budgeted minimum number of registrations. This decision will be made on the closing date and a full refund will be made to each 
registrant of the cancelled session. If you cancel your registration before the closing date, a refund will be made, less a $200 administration fee. After the closing date, there will be no refund.  You may transfer 
your registration until five working days before the presentation. Please advise NZLS CLE Ltd in writing of the change.

WE THANK OUR SPONSORS

NETWORKING DRINKS & NIBBLES

The perfect opportunity to renew old aquaintances and meet new ones. Join us at the end of Day One for drinks, 
nibbles and a chat in the pre-function lobby.

ACCOMMODATION

It is highly recommended that you make your accommodation bookings as soon as possible as accommodation 
in Wellington over the dates of the 2017 NZLS CLE Legal Executives Conference is likely to be heavily booked 
due to scheduled events in the city. To book accommodation at the special 2017 NZLS CLE Legal Executives 
conference rates below, please select, call the hotel directly and use the code noted. The below rates are on a 
first–come, first–served basis.

City Hotel Options – Please book your own accommodation - these are some suggestions. 

Copthorne Hotel, Oriental Bay  

Superior City View Room   $189 (incl GST)

Code: 3125627

QT Museum Wellington  

Superior King Room $219 (incl GST)

Code: NZLAW (only available on website)

West Plaza Hotel  

Queen Share Room $150 (incl GST)

Code: #410178

VENUES

WELLINGTON
14 - 15 August 2017 

Te Papa
55 Cable Street
Wellington
04 381 7000

LIVE WEB STREAM 
14 - 15 August 2017

At Your Computer

Please note: Live Web Stream registrations close 
3pm Friday 11 August

FEE (Incl GST)

The registration fee includes extensive materials, morning and afternoon teas and lunches on both days, and 
networking drinks and nibbles on the evening of day one. Materials are available when you register at the 
conference.

 Early Bird By 18 July 2017 or AFTER 18 July 2017

 NZILE members   $760   $810

 Non-members   $810   $860

 Live Web Stream   $740   $790
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LEGAL EXECUTIVES CONFERENCE 
REGISTRATION

REGISTER
ONLINE AT:  
www.lawyerseducation.co.nz 

POST TO:  
NZLS CLE Ltd, PO Box 5041,  
Wellington 6140, DX SP20202

FAX TO:  
04 463 2986

INQUIRIES
0800 333 111
registrations@lawyerseducation.co.nz

PRIVACY ACT 1993 
The information requested on this registration form is for 
NZLS CLE Ltd and the sponsors only.    

   
I do not wish the sponsors to receive my  
contact details.

Last Name First Name Title

Firm/Organisation

Address

PO Box:  DX:

Street Address:

Suburb:

Town/City: Postcode:

Phone:

Email:

Dietary Requirements:

FEE (Incl GST)

The registration fee includes extensive materials, morning and afternoon teas and 
lunches on both days, and drinks at the end of Day One.

Early Bird By 18 July 2017 or AFTER 18 July 2017

NZILE members   $760   $810

 Non-members   $810   $860

Live Web Stream   $740   $790

PAYMENT

  PAY BY ENCLOSED CHEQUE: Payable to ‘NZLS CLE Ltd’

  PAY BY DIRECT CREDIT:  Acc. Name ‘NZLS CLE Ltd. Acc. Number 12-3192-004-9995-00 
(Include your surname & name of organisation as the reference)

  PAY BY CREDIT CARD

Card Number: 

- - -

Expiry: 

/
Card security 
code: 

Name on Card: Visa 

 Cardholders 
 Signature:

Mastercard

Amex 

REGISTER ME FOR

 WELLINGTON
14 - 15 AUGUST

 LIVE WEB STREAM 
14 - 15 AUGUST

Please note: Live Web Stream 
registrations close 3pm Friday 
11 August

The most popular breakout 
sessions will be web streamed.

BREAKOUT SESSION CHOICES

Please indicate by ticking boxes below 
which sessions you wish to attend. 
Choose one session only per time slot.

Breakout Session 1

Monday 14: 1:15 - 2:00

 A: Commercial Leases – Renewals 

      and Rent Reviews

 B: A Pot-Pourri of Māori Land Issues

Breakout Session 2

Monday 14: 2:00 - 2:45

 A: Practical Aspects of Subdivisions

 B: Sale and Purchase of a Business 

      and Employment Law

LOGIN AT: www.lawyerseducation.co.nz8
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LEARNING ON DEMAND

Online CPD modules are short, online learning 
programmes that you can complete 24/7. All you need is 
a computer, tablet or smart phone that is connected to 
the internet – there are no apps to download.

100+ modules to choose from – new modules added 
regularly. All modules are CPD compliant.

Added benefits
• Convenient 24/7 access
• Learn at your own pace
• Complete in one go or pick up where you left off
• Includes booklet
• Priced from $91 incl GST
• Modules range between 1-2 CPD hours

SOME OF THE MODULES AVAILABLE

 ☐ ADLS Sale & Purchase Agreement

 ☐ Asset Protection Update

 ☐ Body Corporate Governance

 ☐ Capacity – a practical perspective

 ☐ Challenges for Bodies Corporate

 ☐ Commercial Leasing Update

 ☐ Current Tax Issues in Property

 ☐ Cyber Law – what happens to your bits and bytes 
when you die?

 ☐ Earthquake Strengthening Requirements - impact 
on commercial buildings

 ☐ Estate Administration in the 21st Century

 ☐ Gifting – giving it all away?

 ☐ Leadership (individual modules & package)

 ☐ Māori Cultural Intelligence – an introduction

 ☐ Mortgagee Sales

 ☐ Natural Justice in Employment

 ☐ New NZLS Property Guidelines

 ☐ New Residential Withholding Tax

 ☐ PPPR Act – changes ahead

 ☐ Privacy Law – where are we now?

 ☐ Property – converting cross leases to freehold and 
unit title

 ☐ Property Taxation Legislation

 ☐ Residential Care Subsidy – MSD policy and legal 
developments

 ☐ Retirement – villages, subsidies & loans

 ☐ Sale and Purchase of Apartments – what’s 
trending now?

 ☐ Settlement and E-dealing – contentious issues

 ☐ The OIA – not hide and seek?

 ☐ Trustees – meeting obligations and minimising risk

 ☐ Unit Title Developments – a survey perspective

   

LOGIN AT: www.lawyerseducation.co.nz

LEARNING ON DEMAND

ONLINE CPD 
Convenient, accessible learning  
– have you tried it?  

CPD
Online
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